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destroy the shipping and sail back to Bombay. But even
this proved beyond the power of the besiegers. Next
morning they landed safely at some distance below Viziadurg.
But when they came within a mile of the shipping they
found it protected by a deep and muddy swamp which
they could not cross. The garrison watched with amuse-
ment their futile efforts and directly they began to retreat,
opened on them a heavy fire. As the garrison did not
exceed a hundred, they did not sally out of the castle; so
Captain Berlew, once out of range, withdrew unmolested
to his ships. He had achieved nothing and had lost a
number oC killed and wounded. The casualties had been
increased by the bursting of a gun on board a galley
called the Hunter, which killed three and wounded many
others.

Mr, Boone attempted nothing more until November 1718,
when the English fleet set out to storm Khanderi. Un-
happily he chose for his admiral not one of his English
captains, but a Portuguese named Manuel de Castro. This
man had become a Musulman and had joined Angro.
Afterwards to escape that chief's wrath, he had fled to
Bombay. Insinuating and persuasive, he won Mr. Boone's
confidence by assuring him that he knew perfectly every
cove and inlet of Angre's islands. His appointment as
admiral not unnaturally annoyed the English captains,
who had formed no high opinion of de Castro, when present
at a recent action against some Kanarese pirates near
Karwar. The fleet under de Castro's command was a
formidable one* Three British ships, the Addison, the
Stanhope and the Dartmouth with 300 soldiers on board
had reached Bombay in September and with this reinforce-
ment the English numbered no less than 2500 men. On
the 3rd November 1718 the fleet anchored south of Khandori.
On the 4th November de Castro sent a number of boats to
row round the island and reconnoitre it for a suitable
landing place. The sailors reported that they had found
a sandy cove and it was resolved to land there after